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When it comes to doing her job, independent filmmaker Joanna Lipper thinks like a psychologist.
"There is a close link between being a film director and understanding people from a psychological perspective," she 
says. "Every filmmaker has a different approach, but the questions you ask as a psychologist and a film director — 
questions about relationships, dreams, aspirations — are the same."

The 34-year-old director's most recent project — a remake of directors RayThe 34-year-old director's most recent project — a remake of directors Ray Ashley, Morris Engel and Ruth Orkin's 1953 
drama, "Little Fugitive" — will have its New England premiere on Saturday at 12 noon at Images Cinema as part of the 
Williamstown Film Festival, which opens today and runs through Oct. 29.

Lipper lives and works in New York City, but she has already made a mark in the Berkshires.

One of her earlier documen-taries,"Growing Up Fast," which follows six teenage mothers through their last months of 
high school, was filmed in Pittsfield. It was recognized by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences as one of 
the outstanding short documentaries of 1999.

"Little Fugitive," howeve"Little Fugitive," however, is her first attempt at feature-length drama. As with the 1953 original, Lipper's remake 
examines what happens when children are forced to take on parental roles at too early an age, as well as what can 
happen when they have access to guns.

In the film, set in modern-day Brooklyn, Lenny (Nicholas Marti-Salgado), age 11, must take care of his 7-year-old 
brother, Joey (David Castro), while their single-mother (Justina Machado) works long hours and their father (Peter 
Dinklage) is in jail.

But when Lenny plays a practical joke on Joey and takes it too far, Joey runs away to Coney Island.

"The film explores whether Lenny will repeat the trajectory of his father or break the pattern and become the father he "The film explores whether Lenny will repeat the trajectory of his father or break the pattern and become the father he 
never had," Lipper said. "It's a man's question, but Lenny is facing it around his 12th birthday."

Lipper said that although the movie is about children, it is intended for an adult audience.

"It's not for kids the age of the main character," she said.

Lipper's films tend to explore the psychology of children and how their experiences impact their decision-making.

She said she was inspired in that direction by two photography exhibits she saw: "Pleasures andShe said she was inspired in that direction by two photography exhibits she saw: "Pleasures and Terrors of Domestic 
Comfort" (1991) at the Museum of Modern Art in New York, and "Who's Look at The Family?" (1994) at the Barbican Art 
Gallery in London.

She was struck, she said, by the silence in the still images, and began to wonder what the photographed children might 
say and what type of scene might develop if the characters had not been trapped in the moment.

"I was interested to hear the voices of children behind the images," she said. "I have always liked books where the "I was interested to hear the voices of children behind the images," she said. "I have always liked books where the 
narrator is a child — Jamaica Kinkaid's "Annie John," Charlotte Bronte's "Jane Eyre" — where we can see things from 
child's perspective."

Her interest in child and adolescent psychology compelled her to complete her first documentary, "Inside Out: Portraits 
of Children."

That film, which she said emerged from her thesis, "Imagination, Creative Inclination and Self-Perception in Children That film, which she said emerged from her thesis, "Imagination, Creative Inclination and Self-Perception in Children 
between the ages of Five and Twelve," premiered on the Sundance Channel, received the Hollywood Discovery Award, 
and made the independent film festival rounds in 1997.

"Growing Up Fast," which was filmed in Pittsfield, grew out of a Shakespeare & Company production of Edith 
Wharton's "Summer," a play about girl who becomes pregnant out of wedlock, and who then must decide what do about 
the situation.

TTina Packer, artistic director at Shakespeare & Company, saw the production as an opportunity to do community 
educational outreach.

She invited Carol Gilligan, a former Harvard University and New York University professor and author of "In A Differ-
ent Voice: Psychological Theory and Women's Development," to teach a six-week workshop in Pittsfield. Gilligan, who 
had previously met Lipper at a film festival in Boston, invited the filmmaker to document the process.

Lipper's work on "Growing Up Fast" has won her numerous speaking engagements, including one at Williams College 
two years ago.

"The film was able to have an impact on policy and audiences," she said. "It was a way of universally reaching them 
about the issue. I credit teen mothers who had the courage to share their stories."

After several years in production, and on a budget of less than one million dollars, "Little Fugitive" premiered in the 
New American Cinema Competition at the Seattle Film Festival last June and was also accepted internationally at the 
Raindance Film Festival in London, the largest independent film festival in England.

She said her next project is directing an adaptation of John Katzenbach's national bestselling thriller, 


